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Okavango Delta Spa
Okavango Delta, Botswana 1998
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This holistic health gpa in the Okavango Delta in Botswana,
integrates two currents trends in tourism: the industry is
responding o an inereasing demand for extreme-ccotourism
destinations at the same time that a pervasive marketing of
stress has trigeered something of a spa boom. This project
combines an extreme African wildlife experience with the spa
[IrOErarr.,

The site is deep in the Okavango Della, The Delta is a thin
vencer ol waler covering some 15,000 square Kilometers of an
otherwise arid terrain, the Kalahari Desert of northern
Botswana, Under the Kalahari sun ninety-five pereent of the
Delta waler evaporates annually. While the outer edges of Lthe
systemelluctuate with scasonal raius, Lhe inner zone, where the
spais located, is a_percanial swamp. Floodwaters rushing
southward from Angola replenish the region in winter, As the
Moodwalers recede, (vesh grazing land is exposed, Vast
migratory herds including elephant, zebra and wildebeest,
traverse Lthe terrain, following the constantly shifting pastures.
Hundreds ol abandoned termite mounds pepper the region, In
fact, the islands that protrude above the Delta waters were
tectonically assembled over many centuries by millions of
termites.

No tracks for vehicles penetrate this deep into the Delta
swamps. The only way inis by small airplane or helicopter.
Seven thateh roofed guest pods are placed in natural clearings
in the papyrus beds that line the Delta, Service facilities are
localed adjacent Lo the airplane runway on the main island.
Buoyant wood and fiberglass tracks weave through the papyrus
connecting pairs of units to the three termite mound islands, A

floating fiberglass spa is tethered to each pod. An infrastructural

grid of waste pipes, septic tanks and pumps is submerged and
runs along the Delta loor connecting cach pod. Wastewaler is
pumped to a leach field on the main island. The spa is made up
of a series of fixed (bar, dining pavilion and guest pods),
lethered (buoyant fiberglass spas and tracks), and free elements.
Four mobile ‘meditation pavilions” and a erocodile-resistant lap
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pool powered by a low-speed outhoard motor can be R
mancuvered through the channels or docked in the shade of the ™

bar roof. The lap pool, a steel frame lined with steel mesh,
allows guests to swim in filtered Delta water, There is also a
hentwood deck for sunbathing.

Daytime temperature during peak tourist season often exceeds
ninety degrees. Thateh roofs are oriented 1o maximize shade
and take advantage of shifting winds. A buoyant liberglass spa
moves with the fluctuating water level, Water is filtered and
pumped into a solar collecting drum placed up high on an
alurninum teipod at rool level, Two pivoting arms [eed heated
waler Lo the oversized tub, shower and basin, High-tech tent
fabric and mosquito netting can be drawn in a lightweighl
aluminum track along the edge of the rool overhang, following
the thateh profile. The degree of enclosure and shade is
adjustable. Extended overhangs allow areas of water Lo be
incorporated into the enclosed space.
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pp. T6=77: Guesi pod. Oppaosite:

Makorro (wooden dugout canoe) view /< H v Ewv LA H0 5
Phote by Sanford Kwinter.

sunsel over delia, Photo by Frans
Lanting.
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Left: General view of spa from sky,
Beloae, from the top: Section of pool,

sife plan, Upposite: Section
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